
ISLAND HOME

Once upon a time, a client asked Robyn Branch, “Do 
you live here? Attached to this studio?” “Heavens no!” 

laughed Robyn. But that simple question got the gears of her 
imagination spinning. She went home and asked her partner, 
John Hicks, who was enjoying the echo of the ocean from their 
lanai in Golfside North, “Should we downsize and build on 
South 8th Street?” 

Now most of you may take that as a joke, but John 
has seen Robyn in action for over 22 years—the Robyn 
Branch of Robyn Branch Design—who creates masterpieces 
out of nothing time after time. “What are you thinking?” he 
wisely inquired.

visiondoubledouble
BY JULIE SIMMONS

PHOTOS BY ZEKE RUELAS PHOTOGRAPHY

Top: Amelia on 8th is a high-end residential property in the 8th Street 
Revitalization Project on Amelia Island.
Bottom: Th e living space is full of character, with details to take in at 
every turn. Th e window treatments were custom made by Christy Woods 
with Schumacher fabrics. 
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A bit of backstory: Robyn and 
John, a real estate broker, invested in and 
restored a vacant, deteriorating property 
on South 8th Street nearly 15 years ago for 
Robyn’s design studio because they love 
Amelia Island and have a vision for what 
that corridor may become. “We chose a 
piece of land with no trees and planted 
them—a deliberate decision while so 
many developers were clear-cutting our 
beautiful trees,” Robyn explains. “We 
went on to purchase the property next to 

the studio, giving us almost a full acre of 
land in the heart of 32034.” 

One client’s innocent question 
prompted Robyn and John to reimagine 
the vision for their investment. “My 
business was growing, and I was 
traveling frequently,” says Robyn. “I 
started to wonder, what if we had a 
smaller home near the studio? What if 
we could just lock the door and head 
out of town on a whim? And how many 
other people want to do the same?” Up 

Top left: An oversized fan chair by Baker, a console by Oly, and a chair by 
Interlude Home complete the dark and moody living space. 
Bottom left: A key design feature is the feather wallcovering by Schumacher and 
custom upholstery by Lancaster.
Right: Th e kitchen boasts walnut veneer cabinets, quartz countertops, and a 
woven pendant over the dining island.
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until this time, Robyn was in “full-time 
design mode for everyone else,” but this 
time, she wondered, what if we take on a 
project just for us? 

All their thinking led to quite a bit 
of excitement before the reality hit that 
there were defi nite hurdles to overcome, 
starting with the property’s zoning. 
“Th e property was zoned commercial, 
which was great for our business but not 
for our vison. It took some time, but 
eventually the City rezoned our land to 
MU8—mixed use—which means the 
occupant can live, work, or do both on 
the property.” 

Th at was the zoning Robyn and 
John, along with their construction 
partners, John and Susan Lolley, needed 
for their project, but also what they 
believed Fernandina Beach needed. 
“Th is project is the fi rst of its kind as the 
downtown is just beginning to renovate, 
but not the last,” says the couple. “We 
are thrilled to be not only pioneers for 
the concept, but to experience it, too.” 

And experiencing and loving it 
they are in their new, three-story abode. 
Th e fi rst fl oor consists of a garage, mud 
room, offi  ce, and bath and can double as 
a commercial space. Robyn is a CAPS-

Left: Th e third-fl oor bedroom has a vaulted ceiling and Moroccan feel with matching 
antique mother-of-pearl inlay chests, a woven leather bed by Oly, custom upholstery and 
window treatments, and silver lanterns by Jan Barboglio. 
Top right: Th e bath is fi nished in three diff erent tiles, the lighting is by Martin Laurence 
Bullard for Corbett, and the sconces are by Kelly Wearstler for Visual Comfort.
Bottom right: Th e primary closet is a complete dream with both natural light and 
abundant shelving.
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certifi ed Aging in Place Specialist, 
who helps clients achieve the ultimate 
design for all stages of life; in this spirit, 
the fi rst-fl oor bath has a zero-threshold 
shower so that the ground fl oor could 
be used as a bedroom, if needed in later 
life, while the three-story balconies can 
also be converted into an elevator shaft. 

Th e second fl oor houses the primary 
living space. Th e third boasts the only 
bedroom, which showcases a vaulted 

ceiling, a luxurious bath, and a dream 
closet, which could be repurposed as a 
second bedroom. 

In addition to the excitement of a new 
home, its downtown location is equally 
delightful. Th ey walk to dinner, laugh 
watching the doggies at Hot Paws, are 
steps away from their work, and of course, 
are proud to be part of the restoration, 
preservation, and future development of 
historic Fernandina Beach. 

Top left: Th e fi rst-fl oor bath features a zero-threshold shower so that the fi rst fl oor can double 
as another living suite.
Bottom left: Th e fi rst fl oor consists of a garage, mud room, offi  ce, and bath and can double 
as a commercial space. A hand-sculpted ceiling mimics pecky cypress.
Bottom right: Th e offi  ce showcases woven wallcovering by Schumacher and a fantastic view 
of all that 8th Street off ers, including puppies at play at a nearby business! 
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